What Literacy is Not

Although many English as a Second Language
(ESL) learners benefit from literacy programs,
they are not included in our national literacy
statistics. Literacy statistics are gathered from
people whose first language is English.

ESL is for people whose:

*  First language is not English.

*  English Reading/MVriting/Speaking/Listening
skills need improvement.

* Read and write in their first language.

ESL Literacy:

*  First language is not English.

* Have difficulty reading and writing in first
language.

*  English Reading/MVriting/Speaking/Listening
skills need improvement.

Whether Literacy or ESL, we can help you find
a program. Please call us at 416-961-5557 if
you know someone who needs help with their
reading and writing. We can help them find a
suitable program in their neighbourhood.

Access to the written wor/I\d

MTML is a network of individuals and organizations
who are involved in and support adult literacy. We
are an independent, non-profit organization, we
provide leadership and work actively to develop and
promote adult literacy in Toronto and York Region.

Metro Toronto Movement for Literacy
344 Bloor Street West, Suite 3
Toronto, Ontario M5S 3A7
Phone: (416) 961-4013
Fax:(416) 961-8138
E-mail:admin@mtml.ca
website: www.mtml.ca
Charitable number: 13226 9572 RR0001

Access to the written wor/I\d

What is Literacy?

In our knowledge economy, literacy is
more than a simple matter of reading
and writing. It also involves social, cultural,
and functional codes that help us participate
in our society. It means being aware of our rights
and privileges as employees, community
members, and citizens. It is also about having the
‘systems knowledge’ to navigate in our
information-based society. This may help
to explain why the recent International Adult
Literacy and Life Skills Survey (ALLS) found
that 42% of Canadians are below the minimum
level considered necessary for coping with the
demands of modern life and work. To understand
the literacy problem in Canada, and why it is so
prevalent, please read and share this brochure.

Access to the written wor/l\d
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